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Epilepsy, Psychiatry and Learning Difficulty 
Tim Betts, Consultant Neuropsychiatrist, Queen Elizabeth Psychiatric Hospital, 
Birmingham, UK. 
‘Epilepsy is important to the psychiatrist and the psychiatrist is important to epilepsy’. This opening quote 
suggests that the book is specifically written for a medical audience. However, the clear and concise way 
in which the information is presented make this publication a must for any epilepsy related professional, 
particularly those working with the learning disabled. 
Outstanding Features: 
l Acknowledges the fact that learning impaired people with epilepsy have specific needs related to 
diagnosis, treatment and associated behavioural problems. 
l Discusses the management of psychiatric conditions relating to brain damage, ongoing epileptic activity 
and social, psychological and genetic factors. This is often an overlooked area of treatment. 
l Provides comprehensive information about the management of the patient with chronic epilepsy, and 
provides a checklist of further diagnosis/treatment options. 
Contents: 
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of epilepsy. Management of epilepsy, Treatment, Management of the chronic patient, Anti-epileptic 
drugs, Counselling and social support for people with epilepsy, Surgical treatment of epilepsy, Other 
non-medical treatments for epilepsy, Women with epilepsy, Intelligence, learning, cognition and 
epilepsy, Mental illness and epilepsy, Is it epilepsy? (Non-epileptic seizures) The Paroxysmal disorders, 
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